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allowed or dashed. If it be a doubt which cry is bigger
they divide the house, the speaker saying, 'As many as do
allow the bill, go down with the bill; and as many as do
not, sit still/ So they divide themselves, and being so
divided they are numbered who made the more part, and
so the bill doth speed. It chanceth sometime that some
part of the bill is allowed, some other part has much con-
troversy and doubt made of it; and it is thought if it were
amended it would go forward. Then they choose certain
committees of them who have spoken with the bill and
against it to amend it and bring it again so amended, as
they amongst them shall think meet : and this is before it
is ingrossed ; yea and sometime after. But the agreement
of these committees is no prejudice to the house. For at
the last question they will either accept it or dash it, as it
shall seem good, notwithstanding that whatsoever the com-
mittees have done.1

" Thus no bill is an act of parliament, ordinance; or edict
of law until both the houses severally have agreed unto it
after the order aforesaid; no nor then neither. But the
last day of that parliament or session the prince cometh
in person in his parliament robes and sitteth in his state ;
all the upper house sitteth about the prince in their states
and order in their robes. The speaker with all the com-
mon house cometh to the bar, and there after thanksgiving
first in the lords' name by the chancellor, &c.; and in the
commons' name by the speaker to the prince for that he
hath so great care of the good government of his people,
and for calling them together to advise of such things as
should be for the reformation, establishing, and ornament of
the commonwealth; the chancellor in the prince's name
giveth thanks to the lords and commons for their pains and
travails taken, which he saith the prince will remember and
recompence when time and occasion shall serve; and that
he for his part is ready to declare his pleasure concerning
their proceedings, whereby the same may have perfect life
and accomplishment by his princely authority, and so have
the whole consent of the realm. Then one reads the titles

1 See, in Book II, the chapter on the history of committees.